FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 12, 2006

Henogs FIEHTING Huwgen

VBS kids can be heroes in fighting hunger!

Kids are always excited and often influenced by heroes. The Society of St. Andrew’s 2006
Vacation Bible School Mission Project, “Heroes Fighting Hunger,” gives them the opportunity to
be true heroes themselves. Through daily, biblically based stories and activities, children learn
that there are people who go hungry and what Jesus meant when he said, “You give them
something to eat.”

The Society of St. Andrew, a national non-profit hunger relief ministry (Advance #801600)
provides a free mission outreach program for churches to use in conjunction with their VBS
programs. As VBS kids learn about hunger, they are encouraged to be heroes by donating their
nickels and dimes to feed hungry people. Each VBS is challenged to raise at least $50 for the
Society of St. Andrew. Each $50 contribution provides nearly 2,500 servings of fresh, nutritious
food to hungry Americans.

This year’s mission project, “Heroes Fighting Hunger,” coordinates nicely with Cokesbury’s
2006 VBS package, plus it can be easily adapted to any VBS theme.

Last year, across the country, 189 churches of all sizes used the Society of St. Andrew’s very
popular VBS mission project with great enthusiasm and success. Together, participating
children raised enough money to provide nearly 750,000 pounds of fresh produce to feed hungry
children and adults through the society’s hunger-relief ministry. On average, each participating
VBS raised nearly four times the goal of $50. What a witness and blessing these little children
have been to their church families as they heroically answered Jesus’ call to feed the hungry.
Here’s what some of the VBS leaders had to say:

*“... the story of the fishes and loaves taught me a great lesson at our VBS. We had a small
group of 20 children. The first day they brought in $16. That was great. The second day God’s
miracle began to show. We reached $48. Then it was as though these children couldn’t give
enough! On the last day it ballooned to $132.26. The Lord was truly at work. What a glorious
example of the fishes and the loaves.”” Dover, AR

“The last evening a four-year-old girl brought in a full plastic bag - $14.40 - she could hardly
lift it. Her mother said she told her she wanted to give ‘all the pennies in the house.”””
Portsmouth, VA



“We haven’t had VBS for several years but God put it on my heart that we should have one
this year. We did! Your free materials gave us enough to build on to have a successful one day
school.”” Eufaula, AL

“When our VBS kids reached the goal of $50 by mid-week I told them, ‘I know we can double
this amount.” On Friday we needed $23 to make $100. The offering that day was $23! We adults
could take a lesson from the children on cheerfulness in giving to the Lord.” Perrysville, IN

“We split our group of 40 children into four groups and made a little competition out of it. At the
end of each day we announced not the money but the pounds of food each group raised. They
really got a kick out of that and I think it made it more real for them when thinking about feeding
the hungry.” Marshall, 1L

Give the children of your church the opportunity to become real heroes fighting hunger. Order a
free sample kit of the “Heroes Fighting Hunger” VBS Mission Project today. The kit includes
daily stories and activities geared to both younger and older children. All materials are free.
There is no obligation.

Contact Susan Allen at the Society of St. Andrew: 800-333-4597, email
sosachurch@endhunger.org, or fax your request to 434-299-5949. More information about the
Society of St. Andrew and its hunger relief ministry are available at www.endhunger.org.
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High resolution version of the “Heroes Fighting Hunger” logo (above) is available in JPEG.



