
L ast year, 800+ farmers donated 
over 80 million servings of fresh 
food through SoSA, reaching 

an astounding 1,800+ hunger relief 
organizations, which helped strategically 
deliver that food to millions of hungry 
people here in the U.S. 

Those numbers point to a successful 
year. Yet, they are incomplete. Numbers 
alone leave out stories of lives changed 
every day.

In the field of hunger relief, success is 
measured in a variety of ways. Some 
prefer to discuss impact solely with 
quantitative metrics, dollars raised, 
pounds of food rescued, and volunteers 
deployed. Others focus on more 
abstract factors that require a story, like 
perspectives changed, opportunities 
created, and problems prevented.

The Society of St. Andrew (SoSA) tracks 
and reports as many hard numbers 
and soft impacts as possible. It’s 
important to quantify the nutrition and 
calories shared with a hungry family. 
However, it’s also relevant to recognize 
the feeling a parent had when they 
received food—at no cost to them—
when they thought all hope was lost. 

SoSA uses cut-and-dry numbers to 
track progress and ensure goals 
are met. At the same time, stories 
from every region of SoSA’s network 

ensure that services are delivered in 
a way that aligns with our core value 
of compassion.  

Raising awareness, educating 
participants, and inspiring people to 
change their habits are vital steps 
in preventing food waste and ending 
hunger. But seeing a young person who 
served at their local food pantry decide 
to pursue a college degree in nonprofit 
management is harder to calculate.

In countless ways and countless places, 
across SoSA’s wide network you made 
a difference. You affected change. 
Your impact was visible in the form 
of food shared with families in great 
need. It was also shown as awareness 
raised, new volunteers signed up, and 
relationships established.

In preparation for a new gleaning season, 
factors that matter to us include the joy 
that farmers feel in sharing what they 
have; the number of volunteers signed 
up and ready to be called upon both 
returning volunteers and new ones, 
eager to glean for the fresh food.

As another season begins, we humbly 
celebrate the past year, acutely aware 
millions of families struggle today with 
hunger and food insecurity—unsure 
of where to find their next meal. 
With your help, 2023 will also be a 
year of success as we work to bring 
people together to harvest and share 
healthy food. n
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These volunteers in SoSA’s Ohio Network
pose for a quick picture before starting 
to glean radishes one morning last Fall.. 

Raising awareness, educating 
participants, and inspiring 

people to change their habits 
are vital steps in preventing food 

waste and ending hunger. 

A Year in Review

Gleaning America’s Fields–Feeding America’s Hungry 
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Q u a r t e r l y  Re p o r t
V O L U M E  4 0          N U M B E R  1             2 0 2 3



2022 Year End Totals
Fresh food saved and

shared with hungry people

Nourishing Food Recovered ............ 20,747,341 lbs   
Servings of Fresh Food Provided ........ 82,989,364      
Events ............................................................6,651   
Volunteers ....................................................18,062
Farms/Providers ...............................................854
Distributing Agencies ....................................1,840

Total Historical Pounds 983 Million
Total Historical Servings 3.93 Billion

Executive Director’s Report
By Lynette Johnson

“I support your work because 
I know what it’s like to be 
hungry.” It’s a thread that 
runs through so much of 
the correspondence I read 
every week from Society 
of St. Andrew volunteers 
and donors.

What I’ve come to realize 
over my years with SoSA 
is that “knowing” what it’s 
like to be hungry isn’t the 
same as “knowing” calculus 
or “knowing” how to play 
golf. It’s not knowledge 
drawn from the brain’s 
reserves, but rather deeply 
visceral, pit-of-the-stomach 
remembering…

Remembering how it felt 
to be the only kid without 
a brown bag lunch on the 
all-day field trip, or the mom 
who served progressively 
thinner soup from a single 
can two or even three nights 
in a row. It’s the family 
breadwinner who spent 
months looking for jobs, but 
found themselves alternately 
under-and over-qualified. It’s 
the couple who shared tap 
water and a twinkie for their 

anniversary one difficult year. 
It’s the family so grateful to 
find a bag of groceries on 
the doorstep, and then so 
embarrassed to realize it 
came from their own church.

40 million neighbors of ours 
here in the US are hungry 
today, and that number is 
about to rise, as SNAP (food 
stamp) benefit amounts 
drop from their enhanced 
pandemic levels.

When you come out and 
glean in fields, gathering 
food that would have been 
left behind, you ensure that 
hungry people in your own 
community have food on 
the table that same night. 
When you make a financial 
contribution to SoSA, you 
keep this ministry working 
throughout the cold winter 
days and frigid nights. When 
you share food from your 
fields, you are sharing hope, 
dignity, and heartfelt caring 
with people in greatest need.

Years from now, those 
who are hungry today will 
be writing those notes: “I 
support your work because 
I know what it’s like to be 
hungry.” I think what those 
notes really mean is, “I 
remember how it felt when 
someone cared enough 
to ask if I’d like something 
to eat.” n

Receive a daily Lent devotion  
in your inbox throughout Lent.

It’s not too late to sign up. 
EndHunger.org/lent

Deepen your faith & experience renewal in your own life with 
Society of St. Andrew, as you join our online readership family 

during the season of Lent. 

February 22 – April 29, 2023

Delivered to Your 

INBOX

http://EndHunger.org/lent
http://www.endhunger.org/lent
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AS  A PARTNER AND SUPPORTER, you are likely familiar with SoSA’s unspoken values of prudence, frugality, and efficiency. It’s 
no secret that your dollars go further and do more through SoSA, than with other organizations. One less-emphasized value is 
SoSA’s commitment to accountability and transparency.

It takes honesty and transparency to build trust. These are crucial components in all relationships—especially those 
between nonprofits, donors, and volunteers. Nonprofits like SoSA must be held to high standards. You ought to expect 
accountability from us. After all, SoSA asks you to share your hard-earned dollars and valuable time volunteering in service 
to your community. 

You deserve to know your contributions have been used wisely and truly helped your neighbors. To do this, SoSA relies on 
constant communication and periodic reviews to make it easy to show how you’re helping, what you’re accomplishing, and 
where you’re needed most. 

To do this, SoSA obtains several approvals and certificates of recognition. In 2022, these included the following:

How To Build Trust And Keep It

1.
 BBB Accreditation  

The Society of St. 
Andrew has met and 
continues to exceed the 
twenty Standards for 
Charity Accountability 
set forth by the Better 
Business Bureau.

2.
 Platinum Seal of  
 Transparency  

Based on critical analysis 
of dozens of factors that 
included financial insights, 
people/leadership, impact 
mission, Guidestar gave 
SoSA their highest award— 
the platinum seal

3.
 Charity Navigator  
 4 Star Rating  

This is the highest rating 
given by Charity Navigator 
as they rate charities, issue 
advisories, and help you 
find effective charities that 
align with your passions 
and values.

4.
 GreatNonprofits  
 Top-Rated Nonprofit  

This rating is based 
on positive feedback 
from donors, partners, 
recipients, and volunteers. 
Each year, SoSA invites 
you to share your honest 
feedback and it helps 
ensure this rating.

Additionally, an annual financial audit of the entire organization’s finances by an external accounting firm to ensure funds are 
handled safely and spent wisely according to our mission, and in the ways we’ve told you we’ll spend them. 

These audits and reviews are supplemented by a variety of policies around privacy and security that ensure that every person 
within the organization—as well as external partners and affiliates—operates with the highest levels of integrity at all times.

Lastly, while it does not generate plaques or public recognition, SoSA holds itself to high internal standards of operation. 
Stewardship is an organizational value and it is evident at every level of the network. 

We value your feedback. Your input ensures that all stakeholders have a voice. If you would like to share your feedback, visit 
EndHunger.org/feedback  n

https://give.org/charity-reviews/national/Human-Services/Society-of-St.-Andrew-in-Big-Island-va-4004
http://EndHunger.org/feedback
https://www.charitynavigator.org/ein/541285793
https://greatnonprofits.org/org/society-of-st-andrew?search=society%20of%20st%20andrew
https://www.guidestar.org/profile/54-1285793


What Makes It All

The Society of St. Andrew’s (SoSA’s) 
mission is to bring people together 
to harvest and share healthy food, 

prevent food waste, and build caring 
communities by offering nourishment 
to hungry neighbors. Did you know that 

you are what makes it all possible? 
You, SoSA’s incredible volunteers and  
donors are the agents of change in 
communities across the country. By 
giving, serving, learning, and leading—
right in your local community—you 

are actively making a difference in so 
many ways. 

Each person, partner, and organization 
brings a unique set of experiences and 
skills to further the mission, serving 
others and sharing abundance. SoSA 
makes it safe and easy for people to 
choose which path and method of 
participation makes the most sense for 
their current season of life.

Giving is a way to make an 
immediate impact. Whether it’s 
dollars, stocks, crops, expertise, or 
in-kind items—your gifts go to work 
immediately through SoSA’s network 
that spans across the nation. This is 
a great way to be actively involved if 
you live far from the nearest gleaning 
event or farm. Read more online at 
EndHunger.org/ways-to-give

Serving provides a hands-on 
opportunity to roll up your sleeves and 
get your hands dirty. Field gleaning 
is one of the most well-known ways 
to share good food through SoSA’s 
network. However, there are now a 
variety of ways you can be physically 
involved in sharing good food with 

POSSIBLE?

http://EndHunger.org/ways-to-give


families in great need. Learn more at 
EndHunger.org/volunteer-roles

Learning goes back to SoSA’s 
historical roots of teaching others the 
facts and benefits of living a “simple 
life” not rooted in consumerism. The 
founding families of SoSA began this 
project to educate people about the 
abundance that exists all around 
them, how they could better steward 
their gifts through respecting earth’s 
resources, and how that lifestyle could 
ultimately benefit those who don’t have 
enough. You’ll find dozens of resources 
about hunger in America and food 
waste on SoSA’s website. Start here: 
EndHunger.org/hunger-in-america

Leading is the ultimate time-tested 
method for growing and expanding 
SoSA’s ministry. As a partner in this 
work, we want to equip, prepare, and 
support you in growing as a leader in 
your local community. Whether that is 
in connecting with others, speaking, 
advocacy, raising awareness, or 
coordinating events—there’s a way 
you can help expand the mission to 
end hunger. Email info@endhunger.
org if you want to learn more about 
leading others.

With 40+ years of experience, 
SoSA’s network comes with a host 
of lessons learned and knowledge 
that can only be achieved through 
time. That means by partnering 
with SoSA, you can do more good, 
in more places—while avoiding 
common obstacles. 

Take a look back at any SoSA story 
from the previous year. It’s plain 
to see how each path provided 
opportunities for people just like 
you to impact entire communities. 
Also to see how together, we 
can accomplish far more than 
on our own. 

For those who gave, served, 
learned, and led in 2022, we 
thank you! If you have been 
considering getting involved with 
SoSA, we welcome you! And if 
you’re looking to do even more 
in 2023, consider growing and 
stepping into a new role as the 
new year begins. We’re training 
new volunteer field supervisors 
and hiring part time coordinators—
put your faith into action!

SoSA staff are standing by to 
guide, prepare, and support 
you. Take advantage of the 
decades of information, tools, and 
partnerships at SoSA. 

Together, we can make 2023 another 
successful year in the mission to end 
hunger in your community. n

Agents 
of change 
since 1979

http://EndHunger.org/hunger-in-america
mailto:info%40endhunger.org?subject=
mailto:info%40endhunger.org?subject=


Recent Individual Donations 

In Memory Of
Dorothy and Robert Andrews
Virginia Bealer
Victoria Belcher
Andrew Benjamin
Gregory Blaszczak, Jr.
Andrew Brannan
Carl A. Breitinger
Mr. Sylvester Brown
Rector & Helen Brown
Thomas L. Bryant
Evelyn Byrd
Larry Cerimele
Jack & Dorothy Christie
Fannie M. Clark
Ned Cooke
William Crider
Bud Curtis
Nelson “Bud the Spud” Curtis
Cyrene
Edwin H. Daniels
Pearl Dishman
Nettie Dowling
Veva Ehens
Ernie, Carol & Mark
Shirley B. Franklin
H. C. Franklin, Jr.
James and Rachel Gibbs
Dr. D. Rae Harcum
Eugene Ray Harcum
John, Barbara, & Wendy 

Hazelworth
Elmira Holcey
Randolph and Jean Holmes
Patricia (Tricia) McMillen Jones
Patti Kay
Emmett Kellam
Mike Kingsley
Rev and Mrs. H. W. Longfellow
Zoey Lonnes
David Lowers
Jean Makoujy
Jan Martin
Pam Mays
Edna McAfee
Ronnie McDaniel
Arnold McPeters
My Family

Teresa Peeks Norris
Our Parents
Juanita Peek
Gary Perry
Linda Perry
Jane Powell
Sallie Powell
Richard E Ricketts, Jr
Betty Ritchie
Robert Roberts
Eric L. Robinson, Sr.
Charles Shupe
Bertie & Darvin Smith
Robert Speake
Ernie Sperka Family
Frances Stevens
P. C. & Erma Tankersley
Dorcas Taylor
Bruce Thompson
Jackie Wooten Usey
Bill Viehman
Capt. Raymond Vohden, Sr.
Rev. Nancy B White
J. Glenn Wilson
Norma Kay Wilson
Grace Wolfe

In Honor Of
Lois Alworth
Velma Aschenbach
Austin & Kate
Anita Ballantine
Pat Leininger Bardell
Dawn Barnes
Joe Bartelsmeyer
Dave & Jessie Booth
John and Marty Boyd
Wallace B. Bruce
The Rev. Harriet Bryan
Bryan, Mercedes, Riley, Angie, 

Shane & Katie
Wayne & Barbara Burgess
Miriam and Wendell Charnock
Mike and Susan Clark
Pat and Patty Clark
Douglas Coath
Jack and Agnes Corrigan Family
Dick Coulter

These names represent gifts made “In Memory Of” and “In Honor Of” special people and/or significant occasions. As loved 
ones are honored or remembered these gifts bring people together to harvest and share healthy food, reduce food waste, 
and build caring communities by offering nourishment to hungry neighbors. Thank you.

Carol Croft
Cynthia T. Curtis
Eva Curtis
Cooper and Jim Davidson
The DeBusk Family
Wesley Delaughter
Rev. Frank Denton
Kim Dills
Jimmy and Thelma Downey
Frank and Bertha Earnest
Mimi Eisenmenger
Mary, Josh & Colton English
Allyson Ey
Jesse Evans
First UMC, Hanover
First UMC, Hueytown
Florida Blue
Andrew Frank
Shirley French
Carla and Bob Frisch
Bill and Mary Jim Fulton
Steve & Ellen Goad
Ray Gooch
Julia Gresham
Greta’s Birthday
Martha Griffin
Carlene & Fred Harmeling
Jim Hassmer
Olivia Hassmer
Anne, Ginny & Kathleen 

Hastings
Regina Hathaway
Bill & Candi Heinzman
Linda Hewitt
Fred Hill
Clair Hinckley
Ben and Sarah Horrocks
Janine Howard
Hunter
Jeannie Hunter
Kathy Irey
Bruce Jackson
Pastor Gloria Jun
Dr. John Kay
John Kay
Chuck and Della Keyworth
Daniel Knight
Rev Jonathan Lamb

John & Marilyn Lamoreux
Josh and Louise Lawson
Andrew Lemmon
Lynette Johnson and All the 

Gleaners
Macedonia Christian Church 

Congregation
Lynn & Linda McConahy
Darcy and Wayne McConahy
David & Susan McCoy
Martin McGirt
David Mellenthin
Roy & Louise Miller
Mollie and Marshall
Charles & Janet Moses
My Mom
Mary P Newell
Nutrition Systems Consulting, 

Inc, Brady Taylor, Dir. Of 
Clinical Services

Coleman & Taylor Osborne
Ashley Osburne
Michael Pedone
Linda Perry
Perry & Richardson Families
James & Janet Peterson
Lee and Norma Pletke
Sue Plummer
Stella Pool
Rita Poranski
Susan Prahinski
Prospect Charge UMC
Jack & Peggy Putnam
Adrienne and Bill Reid
Mark Reimers
Carole Reynolds
Todd Richards
Saint Andrew the Apostle
The Sandmeyers
The Siddons Family
Jean Siers
Linda Smith
Mike Smith, Concord UMC
Kathy Spradlin
Standing Stones Sunday 

School Class
Michael Taylor
R.C. Thompson, Jr.
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THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING FOUNDATIONS & CORPORATIONS  
that donated $1,000+ in the 4th quarter of 2022

Alfa Foundation ........................................................................Montgomery, AL
Alpha Foundation Inc. .................................................................. Huntsville, AL
Atticus Trust ..................................................................................Nashville, TN
Beazley Foundation, Inc. ......................................................... Portsmouth, VA
Carlson Family Foundation .......................................................Chapel Hill, NC
Centra Health .............................................................................. Lynchburg, VA
Charles A. Frueauff Foundation................................................Little Rock, AR
Christian Church Foundation .................................................. Indianapolis, IN
Community Foundation of Northeast Alabama ........................... Anniston, AL
Community Foundation of Northwest Mississippi .................. Hernando, MS
Community Foundation of South Georgia .............................Thomasville, GA
Croft and Associates LLC .............................................................Nashville, TN
Durham Congregations In Action .................................................Durham, NC
Enterprise Holdings Foundation ............................................. Saint Louis, MO
Fidelity Charitable Gifts..............................................................Cincinnati, OH
Finn Family Foundation ................................................................. Fulshear, TX
Florida Blue Foundation ...........................................................Jacksonville, FL
Foundation For The Carolinas.....................................................Charlotte, NC
Hearst Foundation ........................................................................ New York,NY
Hill Crest Foundation Inc ......................................................... Birmingham, AL
Independent Presbyterian Church Foundation ..................... Birmingham, AL
Johnson County Community Foundation, Inc. .............................. Franklin, IN

These foundations and corporations recently made contributions to the Society of St. Andrew as a part of their organizational alignment with SoSA’s 
mission. Their funds were invested in local communities with high levels of hunger and food insecurity which provided fresh food to local families, at no 
cost to them.

Johnson Family Foundation ................................................................Miami, FL
Kohl Foundation.......................................................................... Grapevine, TX
L.B. Lane Family Foundation ......................................................... Hickory, NC
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory ................................ Livermore, CA
M.F. Moorman Family Foundation .................................................Thaxton, VA
Navicent Health Foundation ........................................................... Macon, GA
Navigate Gives Back ................................................................ Birmingham, AL
Network For Good ...................................................................... Bethesda, MD
OneAmerica .............................................................................. Indianapolis, IN
Publix Super Markets Charities ....................................................Lakeland, FL
Rotary Club of Forest .........................................................................Forest, VA
Schwab Charitable............................................................... San Francisco, CA
Southeastern Grocers Gives Foundation ...............................Jacksonville, FL
Stewardship Foundation ............................................................... Tacoma, WA
The American Online Giving Foundation ....................................... Newark, DE
The Brave Heart Foundation ............................................................Fishers, IN
The Community Foundation of Middle Tennessee .....................Nashville, TN
The Oak Hill Fund ................................................................. Charlottesville, VA
The Wawa Foundation .......................................................................Media, PA
Turtle & Hughes, Inc. ........................................................................ Linden, NJ
Weyerhaeuser NR Company .......................................................... Seattle, WA

Mrs. Bessie Threadgill
Tom and Kathy Tillett
Ginny Vaughn
Chesley Vohden
Christine Ward
Peter D. Weaver
Julia Webb-Bowden
Diane Wilson
Yanceyville Christian Church

Abundance  
Orchard for 

VBS!
Year 1: Old Testament     
Year 2: New Testament

Learn more and order your VBS program at:
EndHunger.org/vbs
Start planning now for your church’s summer 
Vacation Bible School. 

Both programs offer a FREE complete hunger 
action-themed VBS, a 2-3 hour program for up  
to 5 days.

When you give, you make a direct 

impact on hungry families. Your gifts 

also empower volunteers, equip leaders, 

and encourage farmers—so even more 

good food is rescued and put on the 

tables of people in great need.

http://www.endhunger.org/vbs
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Melody’s backyard garden began many years 
ago as a way to feed her family and grew into 
something greater that now blesses hungry 

families sharing thousands of pounds of food through her 
local SoSA Network.

Growing up in a family of second-generation Greek 
immigrants and living in a rural area more than 30 
minutes from a big-box store, Melody learned to make 
ends meet by rolling up her sleeves and taking action.

Using what she had on hand—a few humble turnip 
seeds—Melody grew far more than she could eat, store, 
and freeze.

“I’m no farmer. I just try to make the most of what 
I have... It’s unbelievable how much food came 

from a handful of turnip seeds.” 

She invited her extended family to share in her 
abundance. Still, she was left with rows of nutritious, 
green plants and would not let them go to waste.

Melody found a local food pantry that wanted the food. 
Melody, her husband, and her son harvested the turnips 
and greens, washed them, wrapped them in small 
bunches, and delivered them to the pantry.

The following year she planted less and still grew far 
more than she could use. Except now, due to her job, she 
was unable to harvest it all herself for the food pantry. 
Thankfully, Melody discovered her local SoSA office.

Once called, SoSA sent volunteers to glean the garden 
plots to share that healthy food with multiple agencies. 

Every year since, Melody continues the tradition. She 
plants food for her immediate family, her extended family, 
and invites SoSA to glean what the family cannot use. 

“The best part is I see how  
this cultivated a set of values in our son.”

Anytime SoSA volunteers visited the fields, Melody’s son 
DJ joined them in gleaning the garden plots. A decade 
later, DJ still gleans with SoSA, regularly volunteers 
with the local food pantry, and participates in other 
community-service projects. And Melody couldn’t 
be prouder.

If you have a garden and find yourself with a surplus of 
good food, plan a Share Our Surplus project this season. 
Learn more at EndHunger.org/sos

Volunteer Spotlight

On many occasions, volunteers have run out of time, boxes,
and space in their vehicles to carry the fruits of their labors,
after gleaning the abundance found in Melody’s backyard. 

How Do You Grow Family Values?

mailto:info%40EndHunger.org?subject=
http://EndHunger.org
http://EndHunger.org/signup 

